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CVII, PsALM, 23. 31. 


They that go down to the ſea in ſhips, that do buſineſs in great waters; Theſe 
fee the works of the Lox D, and his wonders in the deep. For he com- 
mandeth, and raiſeth the ſtor my wind, which liſteth up the waves thereof. 
They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths; their 
foul is melted becauſe of trouble. They reel to and fro, and flagger like 
a drunken man, and are at their wits end. Then they cry unto the Lord 
in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their diſtreſſes. He maketh 
the florm a calm, ſo that the waves thereof are ſtill. Then are they glad 
becauſe they be quiet; ſo he bringeth them unto their defired haven. Oh 


that men would praiſe the LoxD for his goodneſs, and for his wonder ful 
works to the children of men 


ERE is ſcarce any duty of religion to which are ſuch earneſt ex- 
hortations in Scripture, as that of praiſe and thankſgiving to the 


Supreme Being. Not that the ignorant adorations of finful mortals can 


8 


. add 


8 


add any thing to the plenitude of his felicity, or the withholding them in 
the leaſt detract therefrom; but as it is what he has commanded and a 


compliance with every command of his cannot fail to render them more 
deſerving of his favour, —as it is ſo reaſonable in itſelf, and the perform- 
ance of it ſo conſonant to the natural inclinations of the mind, there can 
be no more excuſe for neglecting this duty than any other which he has 
thought proper to enjoin. Now there 1s no inſtance of the divine good- 
neſs from the contemplation of which reſult not the ſentiments of grati- 
tude and veneration; nor is there any condition of life where that goodneſs 
manifeſts itſelf more conſpicuouſly than theirs taken ſuch particular notice 
of in the former words of the text. 
* ſhips: 
« works of the Lord: and his wonders in the deep. For at his word the 


They that go down to the ſea in 
and occupy their buſineſs in great waters, Theſe men ſee the 


« ſtormy wind ariſeth: which lifteth up the waves thereof. They are carried 


up to the heaven, and down again to the deep: their ſoul melteth away 


e becauſe of the trouble. 
and are at their wits end. So when they cry unto the Lord i in 
< their trouble: he delivereth them out of their diſtreſs. For he maketh 
* the ſtorm to ceaſe: ſo that the waves thereof are ſtill. 


They reel to and fro, and ſtagger like a drunken 


% man: 


Then are they 
glad becauſe they are at reſt: and ſo he bringeth them unto the haven 
O that men would therefore praiſe the Lord for 
* his goodneſs! and declare the wonders that he doeth for the children of 


*« where they would be. 


© men} * 


Tus 


61-873 


Tux conſtant jeopardy in which theſe men ſpend their lives, the many 
and imminent perils to which they are peculiarly and hourly ſubject, the 
ever vigilant caution, and the unceafing circumſpection neceſſary to their 
occupation, where the lighteſt lapſe might prove the means of overwhelm- 
ing them all in immediate deſtruction, where undiminiſhed attention is 
indiſpenſible to the momentary changes and variations of the influence, 
on which the movements of their floating fabric depend ;—thinking on 
theſe things, it may undeniably be ſaid that no where elſe is the over- 
ruling care of heaven ſo apparent. Within, about, above, or underneath, 
a ſcene of awe and admiration every where, there, ſeems to preſent itſelf: 
That great maſler-piece of {kill and contrivance, the uſeful and quick 
habitation of ſo many rational beings on an element which nature had, 
as it were, forbad them; The conſtruction, the diſpoſition, the deſign, 
the regulation of their dwelling, in which they paſs the obſtacles that had 
prevented the intercourſe of nations; can all this be conſidered without 
reflecting on the ſagacity of the human mind, and him from whom all 
wiſdom and underſlanding cometh * The ability with which the theories 
of ſcience are there realized, and ſo beneficially, ſo ingeniouſly, ſo ſu- 
perbly put in practice; the accurate adaptation, the exact proportion, the 
minute calculations, there requiſite, of p ower to reſiſtance, and renitency 
to impulſe; the nice adjuſtment by which ſuch an elevate and ponderous 
building ſupports itſelf on the water, and preſerves its poize amidft the 
agitations of the tempeſt, on the fluctuating deep; the preciſion, the 
facility, 


1 


facility, the promptitude, the regularity, and the velocity, with which 
it moves on the ſea from pole to pole; under ſuch conſiderations one can 
hardly forbear applying to it the expreſſion of the Pſalmiſt concerning 
the human body, viz: that it is fearfully and wonderfully made. An inſpec- 
tion of the one threw a celebrated philoſopher, who was not ſuſpected of 
being too religious, into a pang of devotion on the occaſion, and he 
immediately wrote a hymn of praiſe in honour of him who formed it. 
And, not improbably, an adequate attention to the other, would cauſe no 
very different a degree of ſenſibility in animals of an inferior claſs, at 
ſuch a production. | 


Ix order to the conduct and direction of this moving edifice, man, 
converting to the happieſt poſſible purpoſe, a property in a uſeleſs— 
ſeeming mineral found in the darkſome caverns of the earth, traverſes the 
vaſt expanſe with confidence and ſecurity in his art, and purſues his 
unerring way over the trackleſs and unſathomable occean to the moſt diſ- 
tant parts; reducing the violence of the winds, and baffling the fury of the 
driving waves: having, in the courſe of his diſcoveries; aſcertained 
the form, and the compaſs, and the ſemblance, and the gravitude, of the 
immenſe penſile globe, he advances his operations to other ſpheres, and 
fromthe motions, appearance3, and occultations of the celeſtial luminaries, 
deduces the juſteſt and moſt important inferences: acquainting himſelf 
with the whole economy of nature, he prognoſticates every change in the 
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Rate of the ſky, foreſces a coming calm, provides againſt the impending 
ſtorm, and after an interval of days, months, and years, arrives at his 
determined harbour, at the very time he had propoſed: joining countries 
the moſt remote, that would clſe have remained in a ſtate of ſecluſion; 
bringing to notice worlds that would never otherwiſe have been known; 
and humanizing with arts, and arms, and peace, and policy, regions that 
lay in ignorance and barbariſm ; without neglecting, in particular, the 
ſafety, welfare, and glory of his native country. Docs it become 
thoſe, then, who are enducd with ſuch capabilities, and ſo wyer than the 


beafts of the field, to be wanting in duty to him who has made them what 
they are? 


A view of the great and wide ſea, even in its peacefulleſt ſtate, ſeldom 
fails to diſpoſe the conſiderate mind to thought, and meditation, on that 
power, through whoſe efficacy ſuch a fluid maſs is retained round the 
terreſtrial ball, and by whom they themſelves are preſerved in being. 
But when this mighty collection of waters is beheld in its more alarming 
form, lifting itſelf as if in anger, its waves raging and Gwelling againſt | 
the heavens, and the vanquiſhed bark ſinking into its drear abimes, then 
a ſenſe of the works of the Lord and his wonders, as well as of their own 
ineſficiency, almoſt unavoidably preſents itſelf. — Going down into the 
depths, their ſoul is melted away becauſe of the trouble, and they cry 
unto him to ſave them. He hears their cry, rebukes the wind and the ſea, 


delivers them out of their diſtreſs, and brings them to their deſired hayen.' 
Ir 


(6) 


Ip there be any ſituation of circumſtances therefore, which more than 
another, exemplifics the ſuperintendance of Providence, it is evidently 
that of ſeamen. And ſo converſant with the wonderful works of the 
Lord, and fo accuſtomed to his goodneſs, what can be expected from thoſe 
who go down to the ſea in ſhips, and occupy their buſineſs in great waters, 
leſs than the eaſy tribute of praiſe to him for that goodneſs, and thoſe 
wonders that he doeth for them. Not indeed to be always turning the 
thoughts to this topic; not to be always meditating on the attributes of 
the Deity; to be conſtantly praying, or ſinging hymns to him: that 
would interfere with the alacrity which the common concerns of life, 
and the exigencies of the moment frequently demand. That therefore 
is not required. But every one, agreeably to the juſt light of reaſon, 
and the coincident inſtructions of religion, every one may at leaſt 
take the method of expreſling his gratitude to heaven for his paternal 
kindneſſes, by a decent, becoming, and devout conduct; and ſo praiſe 
the Lord with the humble incenſe of a good life. And this of every one 
is required. | 

Taz doctrine of a ſuperintending Providence, tis true, is, like every 
other point of ſpeculative divinity, attended with ſome obſcurity. But may 
not that obſcurity be owing to the diſtance between the faculty and the 
object, between finite and infinite, between created and creator, human 
intellect and divine; and aſcribable therefore to the imperfection of 
mortal men's own views and conceptions ? Yet 'tis probable that the 

| Almighty, 


(8-7 


almighty author of all goodnefs either would or would not diſmiſs the 
univerſe from his notice; after having made it: after having created a 
rational being with a living ſoul, and capable of reaſoning from effects 
to cauſes, that he would or would not confider him as a meet ſubject 
for his government, and either admit him to his cognizance, or exclude 
him from it; deſign him for all the happineſs of which his nature was 
rendered ſuſceptible, or leave him on the face of the earth a forlorn, 
friendleſs, and deſtitute creature. Be that as it may; the doctrine is, 
nevertheleſs, what it would not be quite wiſe, perhaps, haſtily to exchange 
for the contrary ; leſt that ſhould turn out on examination to be attended 
with equal difficulty: and, poſſibly, with no tendency, in fact, but to 
the ultimate depreſſion, and dejection of the mind. And if things exiſt 
not in the general, but every thing individually, it may ſeem the more 
worth while to pauſe on this doctrine, before reject it. The abſence 
of the Sun and his genial agency overſpreads the ſyſtem with a blank 
and oppreſſive gloom; while a faith in the ſupreme being and his provi- 
dence illuminates the whole intellectual horizon. To the honeſt mariner, 
eſpecially, it proves a kind of load-ſtar, in the night of doubts and appre- 
henſions, amid perils and diſtreſſes, and pointing out to him with chearful 
luſtre a haven of ſafety. For let any one ſay, whether, at ſuch a time, 
—as of late, when the waves had ſo nearly gone over us, and the proud 
waters had ſo well nigh oyerwhelmed us,—let him declare whether he did 


not 


("16 .J 


not experience a ſecret ſatisfaction, and conſolation, in the reflection 
that he was in the hands of an all merciful God. 


Bur, then, Circumſtances ſometimes happen at ſea, it is alledged' that, 
ſcem entirely adverſe to the notion of a ſuperintending Deity, when 
numbrse of lives are loſt at once, and thouſands involved in miſery, to the 
undoubted prejudice of ſociety: events that do not in the leaſt appear 
to be deſigned by an all-gracions and perfect Being! Partial and defeQiye 
are human reaſonings, we are given to underſtand. Hardly do we gueſs 
aright at thoſe things that are upon the earth, In vain then would it be to 
attempt to ſcan the adminiſtration of Omniſcience. Unable to compre- 
hend a part, raſh and preſumptuous would it be to pronounce concerning 
the whole. Yet whatever difficulty there may prove to be in reconciling 
ſuch occurrenccs with the decrees of the Lord of heaven and earth, there 
is no one, perhaps, who will allow himſelf to ſay that he believes them to 
paſs without his privity: his, whoſe hand is the breath of all mankind, 
and the ſoul of every living thing: whoſe way is in the ſea, and his paths in 
the great waters, and his footſteps are not known. 


Tux Es to him for all his mercies is our duty; but no leſs ſo, ſubmiſſion 
and reſignation to all his appointments whatſoever. In no caſe are his 
creatures abſent from his care; in no extremity are they out of the reach 
of his power. © He is about our path, and about our bed, 2 ſays the 


Pſalmiſt, 


© One 


7 


( um ) 


Pſalmiſt, “and ſpieth out all our ways. Were we to go up to heaven, 
he is there; were we to go down to hell, he is there alſo. Were we to 


take the wings of the morning, and remain in the uttermoſt parts of the 
ſea; even there alſo ſhall his hand lead us, and his right hand hold us. 


O that men would therefore praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for 
his wonderful works to the children of men. 


Finis. 
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